
Future of the Downtown ad hoc Committee 
Meeting Summary (Meeting #5) 
 
Meeting Date/Time:  June 8, 2018 / 11:00am to 12:00pm 
 
Meeting Location:  Downers Grove Village Hall 
 
Members in Attendance:  Graham Mosey, Phil Stromberg, Willis Johnson, Paul Baker, Allison 
Heverin, Leslie Rinaudo, Connie Nicholson 
 
Staff in attendance:  Linda Kunze, Erin Venezia, Mike Baker 
 
Members absent:  Paul Glover, Drew Mitchell 
 
Meeting Notes:  
Graham M. welcomed members and guests and asked members of the committee to introduce 
themselves. Mike B. Reviewed the work of the Committee over the past several months.  He 
restated the purpose of the group as to engage in discussion that helps frame options to 
consider in the future and create a record of discussion and ideas.   Mike B. presented 
information that summarized responses by the Committee to structured questions that were 
presented and discussed between March and May.  
 
Mike B. presented the proposed timeline going forward. Graham M. asked if the Village Council 
will have the opportunity to provide input through a sub-committee process.  He indicated that 
the more information that is shared and more input we have, the better.  Paul B. asked if the 
Village Council will brush off the Committee’s ideas.  He stated that it’s most important to keep 
Downtown Management Corporation intact, getting more parking and spreading out who’s 
paying for these services and improvements.   Graham M. stated that Committee will receive a 
draft of the report and will have the opportunity to comment in order to make sure the 
Committee’s key points are emphasized.   Graham M. suggested that it might be beneficial to 
recreate an ad hoc committee again after the new Village Council is seated.   He suggested a 
liaison from the new Council, such as the future liaison to the Downtown Management 
Corporation.  
 
Mike B. stated that the Committee’s key points will be communicated to the Village Council.  He 
stated that the more that any decision on funding starts to broaden the source of the revenue, 
the Council must be concerned with balancing the needs of the entire community and 
competing priorities.  Also, the question of how you align responsibility and decision-making with 
who you’re collecting revenue from becomes more challenging as the boundary expands. 
Allison H.  indicated that there is a band of homeowners Belmont to Fairview, Ogden to 55th 
who purchased homes to live close to Downtown Downers Grove.  She asked if there are 
options to consider a more expansive geographic funding model.   Phil S. indicated that if road 
maintenance is a higher cost activity, perhaps whatever funding mechanism pays for road 

 



maintenance throughout the Village also pay for improvements in Downtown.  Mike B. stated 
that the use of the Capital Projects Fund is intended to pay for maintenance roads in the 
Downtown.  
 
Dave Nicholson asked a hypothetical and process question - if the existing SSA boundaries 
were expanded to 75th and Lemont, would those residents be eligible to vote in an expanded 
SSA.  Graham M. stated that from a Downtown Management standpoint, that type of model 
doesn’t align with the organization’s mission statement.  Dave Nicholson said that even if the 
boundaries were expanded by a block, those people would have to be involved in the SSA.  
 
Allision H. said that parking is challenging for a number of users of the system, but in her 
opinion, commuter parking is a more desperate situation.  Commuters are just getting shut out 
and that this affects the desirability of Village overall.  
 
Graham M. said that this process is about maintaining our health as a Downtown. We have 
more people who will benefit because of all the new residential units.  A town hall meeting could 
be a useful way to inform and engage people in the Downtown. Willis J. stated that we could 
encounter a lot of problems by expanding beyond the current SSA boundaries.  The purpose of 
the SSA is to promote Downtown.  It may be nice to expand funding sources, but you lose 
control and he can’t see doing it under how we operate now.  He indicated that he wants to see 
some type of SSA process continue to be used.  Preservation of the Downtown Management 
Corporation is most important.  Phil S. indicated that maybe the constriction of the boundaries 
should be considered as an option.  
 
Graham M. stated that the next steps have been laid out and asked if there were any further 
questions or comments.  He expressed appreciation for the time that everyone committed to the 
ad hoc Committee.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m. 
 

 


